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PREFACE. 



It has been much the custom of late to publish traveb 
through remote parts of the world; and the more unknown 
' and unfrequented the countrj described, the mare eagerness 
has been manifested by the public to read and be informed : 
It is not therefore deemed necessary to apologise for ofiering 
the following pages to the English public, since, strange though 
it be, few countries are so completely unknown to all Europeans, 
as those parts of the land of Judea. which have been vi^ted by 
Mr« Seetsen* 

^ Whilst a new world beyond the Atlantic has been frequently 

^ described and delineated in authentic maps ; whilst the unpro^ 

'^ dnettre regions of Stben% and the deserts of Afri€% have been 

p^fietrated by modern hardihood and curiosity ; the land which 

/^ might be called the oktett portioti of the globe^ or ocmceniiog 
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which at least the oldest authentic history exists; where the 
seeds of Christianity were first sown, and where the author of 
our religion lived, and taught, is comparatively neglected and 
unknown. 

A small part of Palestine has ifidoed hemi frequently visited 
by Europeans who have been led thither by motives of curiosity 
or devotion ; but their view has been confined to the beaten- 
track from Yaffa, or Akka to Jerusalem and Bethlehem : even 
this part has not been described with the minuteness and pre- 
cision that might be desired, and all the rest' of the country 
has been left in complete obscurity. 

• To remove as much as possible this obscurity, is the princi- 
pal object of the Society of London, cailed " The Palestine 
Association.'' It is their intention to publish from time to 
time such information as they can procure respecting the pre- 
sent state of the Holy Land. They have sent a respectable and 
confidential Foreigner to Jerusalem, with whom they are in cor- 
respondence; and they take this opportunity of requesting tbe 
co-operation of all those who may feel an interest in removing 
the present ignorance respecting Palestine;* an ignorance which, 

* We use the word Palestine not in its confined sense of a province or part of 
Judea, but in its most extended sense^ as comprehending all the countries on either 
side of the river Jordan, inhabited by the Tribes of Israel. 
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independent of all religious consideration! is discreditable to ftn 
age of learoing and inquiry. 

They request that all persons, whether Members of the So- 
ciety or not, will communicate to them, through their Secretary ^-j* 
whatever information they may possess concerning the present 
state of these regions. If any Mariner or Merchant has had op- 
portunities of ascertaining correctly the latitude and longitude of 
towns or villages within that district, either on the coast or in the 
interior, their communications will be thankfully received ; since 
the maps which we possess are known to be extremely defectivct 
but our acknowledged ignorance prevents at present all attempts 
at correction. 

The following Journal, which |s now presented to the Reader 
in an English dress,was written by M. Seetzen,Conceiller d'Embas^ 
sade de S. M. TEmpereur de Russie. His letters weie addressed 
to M. de Zach, Grand Marechal de la Cour de Saxe Gotha, &c. ; 
* and parts of them appeared at different times in the Moniteur.— » 
Some Members of the National Institute at Paris sent over these 
Papersj to Sir Joseph Banks, by whom they were obligingly for- 
warded to the Palestine Association. 



t Wm. Hamilton, esq. St. Martin's Library, Caatle-street, London* 
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llbis Journal of M. Seel^n, too brief to extingv^b pxjur «aa$« 
•ity, comprehends some of the most interqatiog objectii within 
the pl^n of the Association. That gentleman has judiciously 
direicitfsd bis principal ^fiorts to tk» illustiation of the remote re« 
gions beyond the Jordan, md bis ^vcceas hm bpef) pa tb^ fi^bole 
IP'e^'ter than might bay« bieen exp^ctfdt Tb« g-enpr^ jbeopr 
mansover of the N^rrativ^, and (he diaiipter<e»ted manner in vbich 
it has been giv«B to the world* ba^^ certainly iftg tondepcy tPMEi* 
|)e»cb the credibility of tbe Writw. 
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Extract of a Letter from Mr. Seetzeny to Mr. Zachy Qrand Mar* 
shail of the Court of l^xe Gotha^ and J^ditor of t^e Geographicdi 
4/nd Astronomical Qfifr^spimde^ce. 

. 3t. Johnxl'Acre^ l6ih June^ 1806. 

oIX moDfhs have passed since, by my letter from Damascus, I 
transmitted to you some information regarding the continu9.tion 
of my journey^ accompanied with observations on the country of 
Haur|ln, the Auranitis of the ancients, of Jaulan, Gaulonitis, 
addon the celebrated double chain of mountains called Libanus 
and Antilibanus. I subjoined to the same letter my astronomi- 
cal observations made at Damascus, and the sequel to the list of 
the Oriental works oo geography and astronomy to be found in 
the library of Gotha. I hope that the whole will have reached 
you by the care of Mr.' Hammer, at Constantinople. 

I have since made a fatiguing and daAgerous journey, accom- 
panied with many singular adventnres, of which I propose now 
to give you some details. 

I "knew from the most ancient historical works of the Hebrews, 
that from the most remote antSqulty there existed many flourish- 
ing cities in the country to the east of Hermon, the Jordan, and 
the Dead Sea. Those cities and their territories were, perhaps 
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improperly, termed kingdoms ; yet they were justly celebrated 
for the excellent cultivation of their soil, and for a great number 
of towns and fortified places. 

The Romans, who successively extended their conquests in 
these regions, found there a very populous country, known under 
the names of Moabitb, Ammonitb, 4uioritis,GalaHditis, Batanea, 
Auranitis, &c. The places in the southern part of that country 
were then distinguished by the general name of Peraea, and 
among them was reckoned the celebrated Decapolis, or ten allied 
cities <•) The Romans left there, as in all the countries they con- 
quered, superb remains of their architecture, the stamp of their 
genius and of their desire to be immortalized ; and it has not 
been possible for a series of fifteen centuries to efface entirely these 
vestiges of their greatness. ' . 

In the time of the Roman empire of the west, and under the 
Christian Emperors of Constantinople, this country appears still 
to have subsisted in all its vigour, if we may judge from the 
great number of Bishoprics, Archbishoprics, Convents and 
Churches which it contain^^and. of which the names are men- 
tioned in the history of Byzantium (acta Byzantina); but on the 
decline of the Greek empire, the people which inhabited it seems 
to have been dispersed, or destroyed when the Calife e:i(tended 
their conquests over that region. . 

I have in vain consulted the geographical books of the Arabs, 
to discover some light on the modern state of this country.— 
Even Busching, in his Geography of .Syria and P?ilcstine^ gives 
only vague notices. We must therefojre. conclude that modern 
travellers have not judged these districts sufficiently worthy of 
their attention, to pi oiecute their researches there. 
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Hid desire. of flupplyibg.tl^W: Uefeqt id^vced me to undertake 
tbkij!ourney,(Xiot»Fithsf ending thetoppositipnof my friends at Da- 
mMcte, who represented i to mEe the es;ecation of; it as at once;^ 
dangerous' and inipj:actieable. : ; 

:l»ns loki,:ainoog otb«r,things, UlatIsho^1dfiod.d^8ertsiInpQ3-. 
flibl& to traversQ^lor waiit o/ communication wi|Ji tbe inhabitant^ 
of the frontiers ; that the Arabs would not suffer uxe to. continue 
my routct and that even my life would be in danger among these 
nvage hordes, &c. && Bat bo oi^e Itad vjsit^d the co^mtfy'in 
^rsoo,>and qsost pif the:io£(vnn»tion givem .me:i!(ra8: (ou9d«d.ooly> 
en reports {lerJbapa fUse, .«r;at jea^^exj^ggeri^t^f. Besides, I had* 
tob^gdbd aa o|Haioii.of the j^ou&j^e Ar^bs to permit^ m^s/tlf to b& 
deterred by :such reports ; and. I tJiought it would be rendering 
service to scietace, if I.became competjent to givQ the public cer« 
tain itttelligeitce fsSih^ pf040Pt titftte <»f Pf^papolia^ iAs antiquities,. 
{dants, miiuerals, !&c. .) !>..]. . . ; 

But before I comnulnfied this jpiirti^y, I resolyed to visit an-i 
other little district, to the north east of Hauran, and which, ac- 
«OKding;to public fe}^rU. shouJd PojitfeiViso^ifereHiafkable anti- 
quities. . T^ disttictis J»»))^d.a]-Lahja,:and is of b&d.jcepute.at 
DamascudiOnaocxMint of tbfe Bedpuin.lArabs tvhp occupy iti**?- 
|.bad,already thoee.llAies ebgaged guide^ttoaccdiiifmayf jne; bttt 
fiich tiooei at i^.moBMntiof departureJ4;iheir,fieftMipadethem 
(urothdEtlraekft.' :., ' ^ ^^ni... ■.'..- . '•. /. ■■-■,:.:',.. :•.:.. 

— — .".'i. . ; . I I-.- : ,'". (iJ; / Ijrft • •>' ■ . ■- •, .''^^ t.tj vie);!'; : . : 

. 1 9t.leogtbf(miakk 9ix Attneoiatu lontt^riy in the/s^f^^^ of Jes- 
;iar. Pasha of Acre,.w})6Fe: he 1^ ofUportunity to becomje^fanvyiiat 
withdang^r^ :. Being well irmed't weJeft ]>aoia4cus on l^ors^back; 
1^ l«th.oCiD«enib«f,.l«a$» w Hw^HowteJ^; L^hjjat^ . :::Ci..:-:L 
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We lost the tdaA 6A th6 fir»fc ddy, and pamed the night in a 
Mohammedan village, where ure were received as soldiers of the 
Pasha. Uoder this titld my eooddctor assumed a tone of a«i* 
thoiity, which imposed on the inhabitants^ who are very much id 
fear of the military. The following day we pursued the great 
r6fld to Haur&fi, aibd on the third day, as we arrived at the first 
village af Ila%ira«, we made a detour, winch brought us iato ihv 
wad Ui Lahja. 

I bad pt6Vid&A n}y6^1fwftll(a> passport ^(diiiAbd-dllah, Pasfa* 
of Damaseu^y by mentia* 6f wM^h tuy «oad(ictoir^ Ibrahim^ obliged 
IbeShech of eachtilkge to fartii^h ati firioed horsemcivwhoaow 
eotnpaikied 69 ttt the next. W^ )tted oti the r<Hui,v acGoirding< tot 
^le custom of the country^ at the dharge of the inhabitants^ 
wbichi however, did hot preveiit Ibrahim from displaying hi» 
anger^ as oftei^ «> he ilK>«ight the patMib^ ^£Kin^ him less than 
he was entitled to. I saw that I had engaged a dariiig fellow,^ 
whose conduct might have endangered my safety, if he had not 
beea takaa for a soldier ^nd a Hokammeihui. 

The part of Lk\^ iflfach I hdV« seea^ Hl89 it«Uir|i], preseots 
nothing but biisaltyofteii skfty porusr <^Aal ioitAiitg iir many • places 
•todey.desert^^ The vniagesi ibt tb«^ilioit|n(rt ruifiotw, are si* 
toaled en the, sides of >tiie iroclcsv Th^ bltiek basdtic ooloarf 
the ho«KM»i%:hur^he9 aftid to#er& drismbiing to dec^y^ joined with 
the total absence of trees and verdure, give them a itctdbrods and 
melancholy aspect, inspiring the soul with a kind of terror.—- 
Almost ^evefy Village ekhibitsi either 6/eelc imctipiitias ar bo- 
kimns^ 6V ibtne other t^mtiins oi antiquity. I have copied 
smoDg othera, an ittscrlplion of the £tnpierof Marctia Aoreliaft 
Antoninus. TIte elitk>dlD^c» hei^ «« weK hs ^ Mawrim^ afe elbsed 
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irith doon of basaltes. Christians of the Greek ritual are still 
fbaod ia.Lahja, as in every part of the east. 

On the l6th December, 1805, we set out for Gerata, a large 
village, almost destroyed, where remains are still found of the 
Roman eera, and of that of the Greek Emperors of Constanti- 
.Qople. The road which leads thither traverses a rocky soil, 
arid,. and quite uncultivated; in the middle of which there is a 
round and deep cavity, much resembling the crater of a volcano, 
being surrounded with. black and porous basalt. It was in this 
cavity, which contains some springs, that we perceived a num* 
ber of horsemen* We took them fpr Arabs, and the peasant who 
was our guide, being of the same opinion, advised us to be on 
pur guard. 

On oar arrival «t Gerata, we'ibiwid^ra Arab Shech, with a 
«nall troop which had taken up its abode there for some time. 
On the presentation of our passport (Bpiurdi),he received us very 
hospitably, aod caused a simple and ruatic repast to be prepared 
for us, though it was then the month Ramadhan, at which time 
the Mohammedans take no food till after sun-set. 

. I had scarcely recovered from the fatigue of travelling, when I 
-observed a troop often horsemen coming up to us, who were in 
the service of the Vicje-Goverdor of Hauran,^**) Jaulaa, Lahja, 
4cc. They were arn^ with $abres, pistols, spears, and battle-^axes. 
They announced, to me in a dvil manner, that they came to take 
me^into custody by'ordfer of Omar Aga, their master; who hav- 
;ing learned that I had already visited that part of the country in 
the preceding spring, and supposing that my passports might be 
false,* and that I was no other th^an a spy, had given them orders 
to stop me, and conduct me to his presence. 
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' I yielded t6 necessity wkhdQt any apprehetisiob^ though a little 
vexed at the disappemtment; persuade that the paM|>0rt of the 
Pasha, his superior, would be sufficient to secure me from every 
kind 6ff violence. 

We set out sy itounded by five horsemeti^and advanced a day 
•and an half into Haur^n, where we found Omar Aga, in the vil* 
'la^e of Tostas, hear Mes^ilb, situated on the route of the Mekk^ 
'Caravan. He received us at first in a n>anner somewhat rude; 
'but as soon as he had read my passport, hit conduct wais changed. 
I immediately became his guest, and he conducted me himself 
' to see a Greek inscription in the village. 

The following daj- 1 was desirous of quitting Tostas, to returb 
to Lahja; but Ibrahim refused to accompany me, in conse- 

' qoence of a conversatioA \thich he had had the preceding even- 
ing with Omar Aga, whose intentions appeared to him liable to 
suspicion. This adventure having caused me to lose the time 

* which I had ^et apart for the journey to Lahja, I yielded, and 

'begati to givb'up my design. 

Omar Aga had promised that I should be accompanied by the 
Shech of the village ; but this Shech did not shew himsdf, and 
we had scarcely lost sight of the village, when two men on horse* 
back passed by us rapidly. This excited distrust; and our sul- 
picrons were confirmed, when towards noon we saw before us, 
in a very solitary place, eight Arab horsemen armed, Mie of whom 
came galloping towards us, atad brandishing his spear. Ibrahim 
had just dismounted in order to adjust bis saddle. He declared 
that when he saw the Arab io near, he had called out to me to 
be on my guard, and that he had pointed his gun at him^ order- 
ing him to stop. 
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I Bftd been too felt off to hear him,, and was engaged in observe 
ing the other* seven Arabs^ whom I had not yet noticed. The^ 
first stopped short, and fixing his spear in the earth, inquired 
whence we came, and where we proposed to go. The moment 
Ibrahim bad informed him that we came from Omar Aga, and 
were going to Damasciis, they pursued their route without mo- ; 
lesting us. ft was probably the intention of Omar Aga that we 
should be plundered ; and the firtnness of my guide had perhaps 
restrained the rc^beis. At length on the 20th December we re- 
turned to Damascus. 

It was indeed my inteiitito to cbminetiee my jouraey- along 
the eastern side of the Jordan, and T6u6d: the Dead Sea to Jeru- 
salem, inamediatdy after my return. But I Was detained by the 
difficulty of findiitg a proper guidfe/ Several presented them* 
selv^s,^ whose senriees, however,- i trarf suffie i cp t reasons for d©** 
dining. My host, the estimable Mr. Chaboceau^ a French phy-» 
sician, had before provided an attendant for my excursion to 
Lahja^ Whom, on examination, i foimd very well suited to my 
purpose. But at the mom^it of dqf»rture, he fasutated, and 
retracted his engagement The advantageous offer if hibh I made 
hiln overcame his repugnancy, and he resolved. fca accompany 
ine. As;I shall often have to <speak.of hiinJnithe sequel, it is 
properUtat I should first give a short account of him. 

^ ' •_...'.::: :.;, . 

YussDf a) Molki was* boi^ab^t fifty years ago at Damascus, 
where be 4s still e$tabiished in the Cfaritiifm jquarter. He is of: 
th(»Greek ritual. In his fifteenth yeadr j|»ctrav«lled wilh.a mer« 
chant of Damascus among the Arabs of the tribe of Anaz6 ; and 
has sificeoatrted on tr<kie on hisWtt aed^uht ^^ith mtany other 
tribes of Artbi^ am<]fng whom btPin llhk mannfer passed near ibirtjfi 
yean* And as. dliruig^ that ttkne h^ had had oooaston ta visit 
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most parts of the country where I proposed to travel, he was inia 
situation to rcDcler jne the most essential services. ^ • . ^ . 

We left Damascus the 19th January, 1806. The whole of my . 
baggage consisted only of a few clothes j some books that were . 
indispeosible ; a small provisioo of ra^ediclnes, to ^ivc credit to 
my supposed character of physicianr; a parcel <)f fia^ec without . 
gum, to preserve plants; some.provifeions, kc. I wore the ha- ' 
bit of an Arab JSluBch ojf tb^ second rf^nky and ai'niied' myself with 
a gun, and a brace of pistols. ^ , 

. The two. districts whifih I, first visited, were those of^Raaheia 
and Hasheia, tbey. b^ing the lejj^t known of all Syria. They are 
situated at the. foot of Imount Hermon, the sufumit of which, kt 
tha;t;timi3 covered wHh^now,,. rises above all, the other mountains 
in theingighbouvhopd-, It is now called Gebcl*^2rShech (the 

Thc^ season did 'not permit .m(e .to iascend its summit, to exa* 
mine ihe nature of the rock whiiGh ^composes it. /I have however 
reason to. think that itocmststs of calcareous stone, like the snowy 
tops. ofwLibanUd'.and Anti^^Liban^s, which we wer^ obliged to 
cross ingoing tbiRashaiaid..' From the moat ekvatedvpoints of: 
that ridge, wc saw theJVIediteri^nean ; and after debqendit^g^oa 
the other side of the mountain, we reached Asha, a village in||i- 
bited by tHeJDtrusesMand/ Greek Christian*. . I fwipd: there the 
ruins of a Roman teiDpl«|i((^dmi^ti|ig of a single column lofithoi 
peristyle of the Ionic oideB,>and: the best executijJn.; ; ; .1 v^' r 
i . : ■ . . . 'Ji") '-At'' ^ r .;,. . ' '* ■ , .•: ••) '• .^^ '. > '•.- • 

In the eveningr ofctb^j^epaod; day!s tra,YPUi»g !*fii;ftr»ved aU' 
Hash6ia, a. village si^u^ted 4>tii t^e^l^^ep.j^i^clWityplviftiitiountaihJ 
It is the vesideooe.oC an £inlir> ^Q9j9;auth<i^ty..ei;telids.<if:e]r 
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twenty other villages, and whom I visited the following day.— 
Continual rain detained us there during two days. 

The 23d January we continued our route to Hasb^ia, distant 
five leagues to the south of Rash^ia. The whole territory of 
these two districts is ver^ niountainous, and there are but few 
traces of cultivation. , 

On my arrival at Hasb^ia, I alighted at the house of the 
leamed Greek Bishop of Sur or Seide, for whom I had a letter 
of recotpmendation. This village is somewhat lai^er than Ra<- 
sh^ia, but like it situated pn the steep descent of a mountaiq. I 
had a letter for the Emir who commands there, and who inhabits 
a castle of handsome structure. I paid him a visit the day after 
my arrival. 

The mountains of the neighbourhood are for the most part cal- 
careous, and in the bottoms of the hills are seen strata of trap. 
The object the most remarkable in' the niineralogy, is a mine of 
2^phalte$,at the distance of a league west south west of Hasb^ia. 
It is on the side of a calcareous mountain, and has been wrought 
near two centuries. The asphaltes extracted from it is called 
al-homniar, and it is used here to secure the vines from insects. — 
The greater part of it is transported to Europe. 

. T^o. days after our 'arrival, we left Hasb6ia, on our way to Ba- 
niass, or Panaass, the ancient Cesar^a Philippi. This city, for- 
Qierly so flourishing, is now destroyed, and on its ruins has arisen 
a little hamlet of about twenty niiserable huts, inhabited b^ Mo- 
hammedans. The circuit of the walls of the ancient city is easily 
distinguishable; but no traces remain of the magnificent temple 
erected by Herod the Great in honour of Augustus. 
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The copious source of the river of Baniass rises near a remark^ 
able grotto in the rock, on the declivity of which I copied some 
ancient Greek inscriptions, dedicated to Pan and the Nymphs of 
the Fountain^. 

The environs of Baniass are very pleasing, especially for a 
lover of the chace, as there are panthers, bears, a prodigious 
quantity of wild boars, foxes, jackalls, antelopes, roebucks, wolves, 
hyaenas, hares, 8cc. 

' The little lake of Phiala is two leagues distant to the east of 
Baniass, and now bears the name of Birket-el-Ram. 

The castle of Baniass, situated on the summit of a lofty moun* 
tain, was built in the time of the Chalifi. 

The ancients gave the name of source of the Jordan^ to the 
spring from which the Baniass rises ; and its beauty might entitle 
it to that name. But in fact it appears that the preference is due 
to the spring of the river Hasberia, which rises half a league to the 
west of Hasb^ia, and which forms the largest branch of the Jor- 
dan. The spring of TeUel-Kadi, which the natives take for the 
source of the Jordan, is that which least merits the name» 

We left Baniass the 29th January, and passed several small 
branches of the Jordan, in order to reach its western bank ; some 
particular circumstances, which I shall afterwards relate, having 
prevented me from examining its western bank as far as the 
bridge called Jusr-behat-YakAb.* 



'^Jacob's Bri4ge« 
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The surrounding mountains in this place form a valley, rather 
extensive, but little cultivated, called el-Hhulb, in the midst of 
which is situated a marshy lake, bearing the name of Baheiret-el« 
Hhul6. It is the lake M6ron, or Samachonitis of the ancients. 
Its shores are frequented by a great number of wild boars, and 
the huntsmen had just been setting fire to the rushes and reeds 
which surround it, the flame of which was visible at night« 

We passed that night and the ensuing day under the tents of 
a village which consists of nomade Mohammedans, who range 
the country like the Bedouin Arabs, though they at the same 
time engage in agriculture. 

I sent back from thence my muleteers, who absolutely refused 
to accompany me to Jusr-behat-Yakfib, from the fear of being 
deprived of their mules. But what more surprized me was the 
conduct of my guide Yussaf, who declared that he could not pos* 
sibly follow me to the eastern bank of the Jordan, and the lake of 
Tiberias ;-f- that he had a wife and children to whom his care and 
'assistance were due, and that if I persisted in my design, he was 
determined to leave me and return to Damascus. 

Not choosing therefore either to renounce my plan, or to lose 
my guide, no alternative remained to me but to send him to wait 
for me at Tiberias, by the high road ; while I advanced alone 
towards Jusr4>efaat-*Yakub, in order to find an opportunity of 
passing to the eastern side of the Jordan. 

. I consigned my money, watch, pistols, &c. to Yus*uf; keeping 
x>nly a bundle of paper to preserve plants, and my gun. In this 

t BaheiretTabasi^. 
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QiaDner I commenced my pedestrian journey, the Slst January, 
accompanied by an Arab guide, whom theShech of the nomade 
village had recommended to me. The road followed always the 
western bank of the lake Baheiret-el-Hhul^, and the foot of lofty 
calcareous mountains. 

At some distance from the bridge we^ met a troop of Arabs, 
who, if my guide had not been present, would probably have 
plundered me. The bridge over the Jordan is built of fragments 
of basalt, and well preserved. The river is in that place about 
thirty-five paces in width. On the eastern side is seen a khan, 
which was almost entirely demolished at the time the French in- 
vaded Syria. I found there, however, a little garrison, with a 
Collector of the Tolls exacted on crossing the river. It was there 
I passed the night. 

I had but little hope of finding at this place any person who 
might serve me as a guide, since every one was tearful of the 
Arabs, and no one would risk his mule or his horse. Good luck, 
however, brought an Arab on the following day to the spot where 
I was, who understanding that 1 was a medical man, reques*:ed 
me to come with him to see his Shech, who was attacked by the 
ophthalmia, and who lived on the eastern bank of the lake of 
Tiberias. 

I readily availed myself of the opportunity which was thus 
presented, resolved to attempt any thing rather than to abandon 
my undertaking. I gave myself up therefore to the guidance of 
this stranger. . The country that we passed throujgh was wild, 
mountainous; and entirely composed of basalt. It was the wes- 
tern border of the district of Jaulan. Afti)v walking about two 
hours we arrived at a little nomade village, where lived my guide, 
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Hossein, and "viheve vre paisskl Ifae nigbt. The nextdaj he got 
me a horse for the little mon^y whicli I had rdmaiuo^, a&d we 
continued our journey. From the high ground that we travelled 
over> I had a very fioeview of the lake of Tiberias.' We after- 
wards psBsed through the little village of TaUanihie^ probably the 
ancient Uoti^» and situated x>h tiie edge of a 3mall feirtile plahi 
which extends'ftS'fak: as the lake^' and seems to owe itiorigin fro 
the Jordan. In the village itself' I saw a ^^reat number of ^Aloes, 
tvhich grow l^eiein the^open air^ a circumstBnce which I had 
not remarked before. 

From' hence Mr6*£oltdwed aii^ eastern eouriie which led u« to. the 
southern bank of a river ealled Wady Sammak, .which is tole- 
rably deep at this -season, but in summer time coipplctely dry. I 
sdw here some tents, in one of which 'we found the sick Shecb. 

I wtis Welcomed in (he Arab 'manner, and began immediately to 
examiile the eyes of the !Sbech,but I discovered that a conif>lete 
cataract was- fbrmed; wh?6h is alniost impossil^le to be cured with^ 
out an operation. The situation however in which I was placed 
obliged me todiss^tnble) and'- 1 therbfoiegairehiiiisoniechder- 
Ing hopes. iKe said to me ^ If you restocemy sight, I will make 
you a present of the horse on which you ride." This c^i;|tainly 
viras not a very iitible gilli^ for^the bone iwai so sorry it beast, that 
-with ' the greatestdifilculvy dould I get him to a trot ' I returned 
however my thanks t6 thi^ Sbeit^h, ^d assured him that I wished 
fbr no recdinpense, but that he should, allow ine. to be conducted 
along the eastern bank of the lake aB £u* as Hberias.; iu which 
Yotite I was anKi^iA'tio seek fori some iplaats. ^^ Cive jne, said I^ 
Hossefn^for a giii^^^ttfi^'^ «att&fied^ihaton'my; arrival atoTifae^ 
Tias/I ^illgive hiin^Kudb remedies, as with theiad of Ood^ wil^ 
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tttksre joiifeye-sigM/' i.Tho 6rat b|::ih«setK>ii4itioilS!aie9nt9d iKi 
displease faiin^ but at letigth X m» pronis^ Iwbat I Mk«4i .: 

- I JBountedinj horse next moming, iand ve set off; toge||iflr« 
After IraveUiDghalfiHiJioiir* I perdBXTtsd tfaAt we msK'ietnaciog 
a«r road towards. Taibuiiliiis^ attd :l ctHnpbiiibd of it to 'JiosaeiOi 
wiiidfa indeed was ?aill I could -do^ :£[)r iibdwr jdie pceteaoexkf pix>» 
teetiigmeilKKeftttijr, be had in Uie morning g«t poaseasioo of 
Aiy.glin, and ve'Wu:e«l8d)attendedby.aDOtIierver3ir irtout Arftb; 
all resistance was therefore absurd. 

We passed itbe Jordan near a village aiitd ooasted along |he 
bdrders of tibe lake of Tiberius. At a little distfuooe iioin the ^han 
BeitxZsid^^ we passed a brook, the water of which was salt W^ 
stopped inear the ldskafl» it ,^«as uoinl^abitedj -and nearly in ruins* 
Hossein had lost his cloak, and under the pretence of looking for 
it, dnd ibunediately t9(<uf niogt he took ^B^J horse and guQt t^nd 
Isftoe abaoltttely iihn^i fpt. the>ojtiMr>.iajt^,.aud the wife of .(he 
ftitdc Sbeeh who bafi^b^rof thq ji^rt^r wjsr^ alsoigone 9)£^ ., , 



) . 



I wailied £brdame;tinieii)atjtQno.effe9t, % f/m yetfthroeleiigties 
fvom Tiberias; the cauiitiy mw .solttarjr i^nd uninhabited; th« 
little pbun which extonds from toce to Ma|dil was covered with 
tMnshwood. benight iira»<:a{iqpro(|cbing, and c«>n.viaeed th«t 
Hoaadn had tretacfaerotisly dtserM^ni^* I tboii^t only of e»- 
bafnhg frttn a place fso ibUK>f.da¥i0BC* Jn proceeding ^ )hi\p 
fbrtfafdr I was on tfae 'point df iaillia^ into the hands of. two Arabs 
Who weiiexxuiceiled inthe<wood.; I loftunfttely .however escaped 
A-diik theap, and]brrived'an;ho«tf«ftor slm^^^iR the little Af ah«n;i- 
medan <vmageiof Jdajdilj sktottal^n ^ ia!a9H«(f the Jake, wb^ jl 
passed the'nigbt.aihdn«Ktmorning larrived happily at Tiberia^ 
orTabarife of the Arabs, and found there my former guide Yussuf, 
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who, lia4beeB Wttitingfor uie some da^rs, not without appreheti- 
feiOM for my safety. 

The town of Tiberias is- sitaBte^ close to tlie bani» of ftie foke 
that bean its name— and on the land side it is encircled by a 
strong wall of hfewn stanesM^f basalit, botwithBtaadixigiwhicli it 
Im^ly iiienftBllieBatne ofaUoini. There are no (traces left of vto 
unaeaL splendor, though the mms of the old towa airettlisooiter- 
able, which extend as far as^ ihe bot4)a^, ^situated a'bont' a 
league to the East. The famous Jezzar Pasha built a bath above 
IhQ principal of these ^priiigs. If tbesii baths were i^ lEuropey 
tfaey would probably be {trdfevred to all otliers.C^^ ^e valley in 
the midst of which is thetalc^; assists 1>y tiie ooMeirtrsUioh df 
heat, the vegetation of dates, citrons, oranges, indigo, &c. while 
the higher land in the neigHbotnrhood is capable ^f •ftirniijhlrog the 
prodiwe of tcfuiperatediinates^. Biit in flie present HSH^ of things, 
one can only find a few traces bf fruits of the soliU* regionsi; oa 
the edge of the lake. The lake ^^sA^io^ds also ki' fish, hiutwe 
discovered only one fisberman^s boat, and' that neariy in rains, 
at Tiberias. He who farms the fishery of the lakes, only employs 
his/n^ts klong its batiks. ' i • - * - . ^ . ; ' 

On the 6th of yebniaiy li^jWirraed^efer jow^ and foHowcd 
the banks of the lake as far as its southward extremity, to the 
westward of which was situated -the ancient town ofTaricheea, 
celebrated for' fts salt fish,' its placeisrery exac^ marklad in the 
map of Trbfesfeor PAcilus'.* Scmfe Wins and somti' ^walls' are 
stlil visible, ' ato'd the' pldde istifi b^i^^fae't)ame{of el^MAibhha^ Mr 
Ard-d-Malihha, which is '^ynohifitett* td'afee ©re^fc name^^if 
l^arich^el Weo1)set^edt)n tfael^fdet^dflhel&te^ 

* The map here alloded to seems to be the same as that of D' Aavillttr 
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space wkhojut eMj.y^geia^ioniwAi'^M^ih'.eiiwtrfditiV^mmer 
vith a surface of salt. The inhabitants of .Tancb9aipK0baJ[>Ijr 
make use of this salt, to cure the quantities offish, with which 
the lahe and the Jordan supply them. '. > 

I- . ....'.,:■.'; - - ' ' ' J 

; HerB.begitis the beaoj^fttl< plain. iQfelrGhoA ;?rliich greatly rer 
fiemhles; the . plain of iglrBI^Ma, . between Aoitfe-LibaDijus, and 
libantKs, only that the two cfoalos :Qfp»ouDtaBis that simoutt^ it 
are not !^4stri|iiogAS tbos€i of e)-B'kaa. 

. This plain of el>Ghdr is little .cultiTtM^d, npr^u^ any viUafes 
to be found in it, except .^hos^ pf nomade Ar^bs, who' move d^ir 
'tents about from one spot to another. 

\^tia certam dbtance to the south of el-Malahha is a bridge in 
ruiufi! po the eastern bapik of the Jordan, and after ^iralking some 
l^gues, we passed over the i$hariat>Manadra, or Shariah-Man? 
dra, by a bridge of five acc)^» which river after flowing through 
a bed o^ basalt, here empties itfeX into the Jord^. 



At half a league from this place we .<^me to tbe^ bridge of 
Jissr-el-Mejamea, built upon the Jordan, to the westward of 
which is a very large kli«u),; with a small garrison. , ^ 

, . Jxh Jiere necessary to observe, that the river Shariat-Manadra> 
^thei saflie as that sometimes called Hieramack, or, Yarmak, and " 
•thfit its course is ill laid down in^the map of Modish Paulus, since 
it dofis not empty itself into t^ lake of Tiberias, but into the 
j0rdan,faVsQme leagi:(es below the southerii point of the lake.—- 
■29cimejothier.geographici^ conectiaos wiU be found in the pro^ 
.gieas of my toui:^ . . . _ 
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: We returned to the southern poiot of the lake vit^ut' passing 
the bridge of Jissrrel-Mejamea, and spent the night in a Ma- 
hommedan village.— -The next day we directed our course towards 
the Tillage of Phik, situated on the east bank of the lake of 
Hberias, in the district of Jaul^n.— This village being placed on 
a considerable eminence, we were obliged to climb a rugged 
lQ<Hnitain, on the summit of Tfhich , we found a khan in ruins, 
called Khan el Akaba Phik. ■ 

Comparing the localities of this place, with the picturesque 
description ' of Joaq>hus, in his "History of the Jewish War 
with the Romans/' I thought it possible that this was ihe situa< 
tion of the town of Gamala, which defended itself with so much 
obstinacy against the Romans. On the map of Mens. Paulus, 
the tx)wn of Gamala is placed on the southern side, of the 
3hariat Manadra, which (if my conjecture be correct) must be 
an error.<*> 

: The villi^ of Phik is near the middle of the lake; and as, 
during my. vjait to the bli|id Shech, I had never been more thai^ 
a few .league from it^ I had bow completed my design of vbit- 
ing the .eastern baidc. 

., I could not obtain any information concerning Hippos, one 
of the to^ns which, according to the map of Mons. Paulus, 
should be situated in* the neighliour^ood of Phik. I was equally 
unsucceasfuliespectingCapitoliasand Pella. . 

Being at Phik, I was anxious to visit the ruins of M'kess, 
situated on a considerable mountain on th& southern side of the 
Shariat Manadra.— But I found it impossible to obtain a com. 
panioD, so much are the inhabitaiits of this county fearful of- 
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. the Arabs. Tlie natives here were acquainted with Amatba, and 
said it was a place in ruins, in the valley of ShariM Mttnadra, 
about three leagues from Phik. 

We had determined to go and T»it th^ district' of el-Sotthiin 
which the Shariat-Manadra separates from the dhtrict of JauMn* 
but the river was so swoln by theraiti that it was impossible <Cct 
pass through it, and bridge there was none. 

We were, therefore, obliged to discOntititte bur jonmiey till <he 
12tK of Febriiaiy, when we directed bur coutBe Id the spoil 
where the little river Eoshat, wl^ch JSows 'from the north, ialto 
into the Shariat-Manadra. ,. ■ ' . .; . 

We forded both, rivers, and Yussuf^ Who was aifraid of the 
rapidity of the current, recommended hitoself with tlie utnoet 
fervor to the holy virgin. 

Arrived safe on the opposite shore, \vewere hospitably regaled 
by a troop of Arabs.— We afterwards traversed a- great wood 
of beech trees, and arrived on the lAthof^Feb/uaYy lat the viilagt 
of eUHoessan, where we lodged with a Greek Christian. ' 

t had intended from hence to Visit Che ddcneht town of £dtei« 
now called Draa, and the twb decapofitan -cities of Abtla,'aow 
Abil, and Gadara.^-The' first of these pliM:es, Edrei, is oilea 
mentioned in the Hebfew scriptttfes, ab^^deoCtti^wiostimpor* 
tant towns in the territory of the king of Basan, who in the time 
of Moses lived at Astarotfa, the prtwent^BttSM. ^tthe eountty was 
so infected by the nomade Arabs, that 1 cbtild procnre oeitber 
horse, nor mole, nor ass. TusBaf ev^d dbc^trred to me a ^ecoikt 
time that he coold fioi ventbre'to go witk^ nM* 'it mtM not wilb*^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



•5 

out great difficulty ihtt'I at last foiind a gniHe ; hot to sare tliaf 
only coat which I had to my bacl^ and whidi the Arabs vould 
not have failed to hav6 taken from me, I was obliged to 
make use of a precautidn-sufficiently strango, which was to 
cover myself with Tafs, in fact to assume the di^^uise of 4 
meslodi» or odmmon beggar. Iliat nothing about me might 
tempt the lapacit^ of the Araijs, I put over my shirt an old 
kombaz, or ^ilvesakig gown, and above that an old blue and 
ragged shift— I covered my head with some shreds, and my feet 
irith old slippers. Aa old tattered Abbai, thrown over my 
shoul^cs, protected me fromn tlie cold and rain, and a branch 
of a tnee served me for a walking sUck.'-^My guide, a Greek 
Christian, put on nearly tibe same dress, and u> this trim we 
iffiMreised ^ ctnmtrj during ten days, often 8t(4>ped by ^e cold 
rains which wetted m to the skin-^I was also obliged to walk 
one whole day in the m«Rl>with my feet bare, since it was impos* 
sible to use my slippers on that nanby land, completely softened 
by the water. 

' The town of Draa, sitoiatod on tM jeastesn side of th? rout^e pf 
the pilgrims to. Mfiooa, is «t preaedt uoiidtabjited and in ruins. 
No icimiaiQs of the beautiful ancient acchiteoture could be found, 
.except .a. saroophagus, very wdl eiiii^uted, which I saw near » 
foutitain, jto wihich i|t servses as * .bason. Most of Uve houses aie 
Ibuiit with basa]lU 

llie district <>f el-Botthin contains many thousand qaverps 

fniDi(lein-thecQc]fis,jby tibM^ ancient wUabitantfi of the. country. 

rMost .of the boUaeil, iplffifi in these /villages which ai^ yet inha> 

, bited; are a Jkind otf* .grotto^ cotnposed of walls placed against 

the fprujecting points of t)^e (ocks, in such a manner that the 
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walls of the inner chamber, in which the inhabitants live, are 
partly of bare rock, and partly mason^work. . 

' Besides these retreats, there are in this neighbourhood a num« 
ber of very large caverns, the construction .of which must have 
cost infinite labour, since they are formed in the hard rock« 
There iis only one door of entrance, which is so regularly fitted 
into the rock, that it shuts Uke the door of a house. 

It appears then that this country was formerly inhabited by 
Troglodytes, without reckoning the villages wUose inhabitants 
may be regarded as such. There are still to be found many fa- 
milies living in caverns, sufficiently spacious tO; contain them 
and all their cattle. These immense caverns are moreover to be 
found, in considerable numbers, in the district of al^^Jedur, some 
leagues to the southward of M^kces, whero also we met with 
several families of the Trogloditcs. 

Besides my guide I had taken with me an armed peasant, and 
after a troublesome walk we arrived at night at a vast natural 
cavern, inhabited by a Mahommedan family. After going 
through a wide and pretty long passage, we perceived at the 
other end a part of the family assfernbled round a fire, and em* 
ployed in preparing supper» which consistedfprincipally of a kind 
of bouilli, mixed with wild herbs and grael made of wheat. I 
wa$ wet through by ttie rain, and had walked all day barefooted. 
This fire was, therefore, insufficient to warm me, although the 
persons and cttttle which came in at sun-set, filled nearly all the 
cavern. . I should probably have pasBed a bad night, if the old 
father of the^' family had not kindly thought of conducting us^ 
after supper, to another cavern at a small distance. After ha v-» 
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log passed a door of ordinarj size, we found there all the flock 
of goats belonging to this Troglodite, and at the end a large 
empty space, where they had lighted for us the immense trunk 
of a tree, whose cheerful blaze invited us to sleep around it The 
fire was kept in all night, and the chief of this hospitable family 
.brought us also a good mess of rice. 

* * • . ' . 

The first appearance of these fierce inhabitants of the roqks 

had given tne some uneasiness, but I afterwards found that they 

were not more barbarous than the other peasants of these districts. 

The old- father of this family appeared on the contrary to be a 

^Misi,ble and huipp^aae man. , . ; 

We set ofi'the next morning (Feb. 23) for M'kess. . This tpwn is 
situated in an angle, of a high mountain, formed by the Shanat* 
Manadra, an4 the Wady^^l-Arab. It was formerly ajarge and 
opulent town, pippfa of which, ^re still visible in remnants of 
jmarble colunms, and of large building, in great numbers of sarco- 
pbagpses, ornamented with bas-reliefs, with carved work and with 
garlands, which are still tolerably well preserved. AU these sar- 
Ciophaguse^ are of basalt^ which was probably broi|ght from the 
district of Jaulabi. Many beautiful, vast, and very remarkable 
pavems are still also to be found hereabouts, which sen'e as 
places of retreat for fiye Qf six families of Troglodite- Arabs, 

We ventured into one of these caverns, where according to the 
^ual. custom they gave' us' some milk, butter, &c. . 

: I thought there was reason to beUeve that M'kess was the an- 
joicmt Gadara, a town of the sf cond rank ^mpng the decapolitan 
pitiies. In the map of Mons. Paulus, Gadara is placed on the 
»ortheiu bank oi the Shjariat-Manadra-^but on that side pf the 
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n'rcr no one dcmW sbew' ml? ai>^ flaee ynfih finch a kani^ and ii# 
OQe could dlseover any Mins, wbieb might: ennee lihe fbcmer 
ancient exibtence of a lai^ ami pewerfol town. ' . 

If the dd geographers do fix the sitttaUon of Gadai^ 4m. the 

northern side of the iShatrat-Manadra, my corrjeetmeb erronKMis. 

Not having, however, any book of ancient geography with me, 

I cannot ascertain that fact. Nevertheless, as the* remaTkable 

natural objects which are found in the creighbourkood of aocient 

towns,determine mote assuredly their sitDration than the traiisieiil 

Tvorks of men, I set myself to seek, in the environs of M'kes&,for 

some hot springs, which were found formerly near Oadara, and 

I discovered them on the northern side, at a league's distance 

from the foot of a mountain on which M'kess stands, and on the 

northern bank of the Shariat-Manadra. There are three hot 

springs at the distance of a league from each other. The first- 16 

themost considerabtei and is eaWed* Hammet-est-Shecb. 1 was 

not able to examine these springs, except a« a d^stanee- of «wh» 

or three hundred paces, on account of the river beings so much 

swelled by the late rains, that none of the Bedouins mh^ liive 

thereabouts in teats, would run the risque of conductmg me 

across it, although I offered thera^ mociey. They asMped me, 

however, that tlie first hot spring, about a league from M'kess^ 

contained a great deal of sulphur, which th6> Arab» madte tMe of 

cure the mange of their camels. 

There is another circumstance which seenjs to confirm* the 
opinion that JSJ'kess is the ancient Gadara, namely, that the 
southern part of this country, which is filled with caverns, and. 
where we passed the night, bears the name of aWedur, which is 
probably derived from Jadar, or Gadara. A great part of JaAiJan^ 
called Jedur, is situated on the north side of the ShariaiKMana^ 
dra. This part comprehends all the country on the eastern bank 
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of the BiTvEoihftd, and extends nearly to the road tmvdied 
liy the Mecca pilgrims, that is toisaj, as far as Hauran. It 
aeems, therefore* that Mlteaty. or Ga^aia, is situated nearly ia 
the middle of the district.(0 

1%e riiras of Abil, lommly Al)ila» <oiieof the principal deca* 
politan cities, were situated' a feir Ici^n^ifrotn hence towards 
the east, on the southern side of the Shaiiat>Manadra ; but all 
tiiat country was, at the nKtment^oo^inpied by Ar^tbs, of the 
tribB4iffieiu.«Sahh«r, who bad: 1^4 tWarflocl^. there. 

' ■ ■ .. . ^ • 

^soen as we had left Di^'^^pm one of these AralM j€vined ua» 
he was on hoirsdback and ard^d Tf ^tU; a spear, ^ly guide, ofiinred 
him i»y pipe that he might smoke, ;he too^ it without any cere* 
mony And carried it off with rhim, as :he would probably iliftve 
done with any tfaang we had about nsi, ^t bad appeared worth 
his trouble. We met many other Arabs of the same tribe, em* 
ployed in pasturing their cainels and their sheep m the deserts, 
and who let Us paas without any interrupit^on. . After a tole^ 
bly }ong walk, we !arTtired after sun-set, ait a Mi^taqMno^an 
village, where we passed the night., . 

l^y guide, Aoser, was so much afraid of the Arabs of Beni- 
Si|l}har^ thaA he reused the next day to go on with me to Abil, 
bnt by vftiff^ of consqisitipn, he proipsed to conduct m^- to Peit* 
er4M^ 4^ place whcve-I subsc}c|ueptly found some rvms. I was 
^bl^ged to be amtfiai .with thi#. a%r, in^tlie hope* that I should 
meet thoie^ yfithaame ooe to »npply his place. But instead of 
keeping hi| i!/ord,,he led me to thie l.ifeUe village of Irbidi formerly 
% considerable. ^otpra^ and jesidfione of a chief of this district. 
This placeil^^jngonly two leagues fr^pi his own home at aW 
Hoessan, he returned thither the same day. 
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With tespectto mysielf, persisting i^^ftfry* det^nnin^tion tc( go to' 
Abil, I made aivagreeirientC with tbreb iMoJidttiipedafls tocoddfaet: 
me thither. They seeiiitid veVy willi»^to accept my dffens, as- 
long as they thought I was going there to seaiich for hidden treiBi;^' 
sure, but as soon as I honestly explained to them^ that I under* 
stood' nothing of treasurc^bubting, 'onditlk^t: idy intention was 
only to seek for plants, they walked ioff. ' or •/ , > . ; 

I set (^therefore alone fbr Beit-«V-R&s^ ^-village situated on< 
a moderate* elevation, inha^bited- by Mohammedansy and wliicbr 
from some ancient remains of architecture, appears to have been 
oncfe a considerable town. Here are aiso'a number of » esatvernS, 
^ idme of which are' inhabited, and others iefve fori barns and 
stables, ' The Shech of' the village had the kitidness to procure a 
gilide for nie, who cdndtictedme'to Abil, situated a few leagues 
frbta 'hence to. the ntorthward. THe road he led me was very little 
fre(|u'ented — we Were detained some timfe by two Arabs, who at 
length let us proceed. A little while afterwards another tirnjed 
Arab came after us lull gallop, but being a friendof the Shech 
of Beit-er-Ras, W let us go on and wished us a good journey; 
At last, after losing our way, we arrived at Abil. 

The town is situated in the angle 6f a mountain, formed by the 
two bases,, the higher slopes of which are full of caverns, l^e 
town is completely in ruins and deserted. Theffeisnot eveiri ofafe 
single building standing ; but ^ the ruins, and the remnants 'at-* 
test its ancient splendor, some beautiful remaim of the' ahdetit 
walls are to be discovered, together with a taurtib^r of arches, ifihd 
of columns of marble, basalt, and grey granite. On thebiitside 
of these ancient walls I found also a great inany columns, two of 
which wex^e of extraordinary magnitude, from wMbh I concluded 
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fe|i«t these taMist hnre been formetly in this spot^.a considerabte 
temple. 

We' returned to Beit-er-Rag completely soaked bj the rain, 
«nd the next day, after a storm of wind and rain, we arrived at 
el-Hoessan. litis excursion had. occupied ten days. . I had yet 
a Jong way to g6^ and my money b^gan to be low, — I sold my 
pistols, thinkiiig I coula do without them. The route by which 
I intended to proceed, in order to reach the mountains of EjlAn, 
was reckpnefl very insecure^ and it became necessary to wait for 
a nipra.favourabl^ opportunity of commencing that journey. 

An opportunity at last presented itself, on the 6th of March, 
when a.tolerably large party of armed peasants, ^ent to a mill 
three leagues off, to carry their corn for grinding. I got two 
armed men also to attend me.— We passed through a forest full 
of game, and after three hours .walk we arrived at a narrow and 
deep valley, through which runs a rivulet, that uniting with se- 
veral others, falls into the Wady Jabis, or Wady Moush, which 
in its turn, opposite to Beisao (Scythopolis) is lost in the Jordan. 

l^is valley forms the boundary between 6I-Bothin and Eglun. 
'The above-mentioned river or Wady, has been confounded, on 
the map of Moiis. Paiilus, with the Jabok. ! The chain of moun- 
tains of Ejlun, is the ancient/ Galaaditis; they are covered with 
trees and brashwood, and many gall-nuts are gathered upon 
them. 

The next day we came to Kalaat-er-Kabat, a fortress siyiated 
on the top of a tolerably high mountain. Here lives theSheck 
commanding these mountains. The village of EjKin is close by, 
on a little river, and in the neighbouring rocks are great num* 
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bers of caverns. * We passed the night in t]ie village Am JeabA, 
where we found some Greek Christians. 

On the 8th of March we passed some mountams covered with 
snow, which falls here sometimes to the thickness of three or four 
feet, and we spent the night in'lhe village of Suf, by the side of 
which a number of springs unite to form a Kttle river, whkh 
runs towards Jerrash, to fall afterwards into the Jerka. 

The next day I had the satisfaction of seeing the important 
ruins of Jerrash, at a distance of two leagues to the eastward of 
Suf, which ruins may be compared to those of Palmyra, or of 
Balbek. It is impossible to explain how this place, formerly of 
such manifest celebrity, can have so long escaped the notice of all 
lovers of antiquity. 

It is situated in an Open and tolerably fertile plain, through 
which a river runs. Before entering the town I found several 
sarcophaguses, with very beautiful bas-reliefs, among which I 
remarked one on the edge of the road, with a GrepH inscriptioak 
The walls of the town are mouldered away, but one may yet 
trace their whole extent, which might have' been three-<qaartbrs 
of a league or a whole one. These walls were entirely built of 
blocks of hewn marble. The ground within it is of unequal 
heigths and foils towards the river. Not a smgle private house 
remains entire. But on the other hai\d I observed, several 
public buildings, which were distmguished by a very beautiful 
style of architecture. I found two superb amphitheatres, solidly 
bulk of marble, with columns, niches^ -Ac. the whc^ in good 
preservation. I found also some palace, 4ild three temF^,<M)e of 
wluch had a peristyle of t^dve grand colufMos of the Corinthian 
order, eleven of which were still upright. In another of these 
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lenples I saws cc^umiLOA dsegrowid, of mflatlscauti&l polished 
Egyptian granite. I also foimd a bandiome gate of. the cky, 
ivdA pEcaerved, fomed of tbiee aicadet^and ornamented witk 
pilastiBS* . 

Hhe most beaotiful tfaiog dot I discovered, was a long street 
.crossed by aaoiher, and omanMnted on both sides witb a row oC 
marble columns, of the Corinthian order, and one of whose ex- 
tremities terminated in a seiaiicircle, that was set round with 
-mty pillars, of the lomcarder. At. the points where the tiwo 
^tveets crosa, in eadi of the four angles, a large pedestal of hewsi 
atone is yisiiie, on which probably statues, were ibrmerly sei. 
A part of the pavement idii i^emams, formed of hewn stone. 

To speah generally, I counted about two hundred columns, 
whicbyet partly support dKlr entablatores, but the number of 
those thrown down is infinitely move considerable ;■ I saw indieed 
but half the extent of the town, and a person would probably 
:ttiU:findi0: the cchev &rii^ on the c^osite-side of the river, 
a. <|uantity of cemarkable curiosities^ 

- There were some A^bs abcmt, Yusswf bcgait to grow un- 
easy — and I was obliged ta promise a preBen( to my ^ide to in- 
duce him to stay another half hour. I cursed the want of bravery 
.i&i^on< and of civility in the other,, whkh. prevetoted my 
.pMraaiiig.mT researchet. 

. . Jerxasfc canbe no otherthan-tfae awtiemGeTasa^ '> one of the 
decapolitan towns. It is difficult to conceive tiiatso nuich igno- 
rance of its real situation should exist, as would allow Mons. 
iBaulus in fass map, to have placed it to the northrcatt of the 
Qorthcxn estxemity of the lake of Tiberias. I do. not know 
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whether any ancient geographer has made the same mistake.-^ 
From a fragment of a Greek inscription, which. I copied, I am 
3ed to conclude, that several of the buildings of this town were 
erected under the Emperor Marcus Aurelius Antoninus. The 
Roman History may perhaps furnish some date in corroboration 
of this conjecture. It is at all events certain^ that the edifices of 
this town, are of the age of the most beautiful Roman architecture 
* • . . * . » 

After having passed the night inthe village of Kitte, situated 

a league and a* half from Jerrash, we pursued our journey on the 

10th of March, and stopped, after three hours walking, at a 

•Mohammedan village, where the only thing we could get to eat 

was the dried pods of the Charob, (ceretonia sili(][ua)«> 

The principal fast of Christians of the Greek church had 
just commenced, and as we had announced ourselves as^Giedks 
it became necessary to conform to it. : 

The next day we passed the river Serka, which runs through 
a deep valley. It is a small stream like thcRoshad, audits 
banks are covered with rushes, (arundo donax. Linn.) It is the 
Jabok of the Hebrew Historians^ which forms the northern boun- 
dary of the country of the Amorites. 

The Serka rises close to the road of the pilgrims for Mecca. 
On the other side commences the district of el«-Belka. All thifi 
country,* formerly so populous and flourishing, is now changed 
into a vast desert, in which there is. onlyrene inhabited town^ 
called Salt, where we arrived in the afternoon. 

The town of Salt is built <m the slope of a little round hill, on 
the top of which is a fort. The rugged sides 'Of this hill are cut 
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out in terraces, and planted with vines, olive-trees, Sec. which 
brougbt to mind the beautiful cuhure of Libanus« The town 
itself i^ kdhafaited by . some Mohammedans, and by a great 
number of Christians of the Greek Church, who are ffee from 
every kind of taxation, and acknowledge no master. It appears 
that Salt must be the ancient Amathusa. 

I had a. great desire to visit Amman, once the residence of 
maiiy riionarchs, and Which in after times became celebrated 
under the name of Philadelphia,. anK>ng the decapolitan towns. 
It is situated six leagues to the eastward of Salt,, on a branch of 
tSieSerka, which is called Nahhr^AiMnam As the country Was. 
idsecure Yiissuf stayed behind> aiid'l replaced him by two armed 
men, with whom I set c^ on the 13thk>f March^ ,. 

" The whole way we travelled, we saw vtlktgeff in rutns, andtitet 
numbers of Arabs with their camels^ &c. Before we came to the 
sources of the Nahhr-Amman,. which is divided into two In'anches,. 
of which the first is the most beautiful, we found in the valley^ 
the town of Amman (civitas aquarum) situated on both sides of 
the river, the further part,, which is the most considerable, being 
on the rise of a hill. 

Although this town has been destroyed and deserted for many 
agesy I still found there son>e remarkable^ ruins, which attest its 
ancient spletidbr. Such as, 1st, a squaHe building, very highly 
ornamentedi which has b6en perhit)s' a niausoleuiB.^ 2ndly-— 
The ruins of a large palace. Sdly^— A magnificent * amphitheatre 
of immense size and well preserved, with a peristyle of Gorinthiaa 
pillars 'without pedestals. 4thly-— A teftiple wi«hagreal numbef 
of columns. 5thly— The rtms oPa lairge church^ perhaps the see^ 
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ofa bishop in the time of the Greek emperors, ftiily-— The re- 
itiains of a temple, with columns set in a circular form!, and 
which are of extraordinary size. 'Ttiily— The remains of the an* 
cient wall, with many other edifices. 

• ' - » . 
I could only spare a ishort titne to the examination of the9t 
objects — and I hope that any other traveller who may visit the 
ruins of Jerrasch, will not forget those of Aniiman — an ^n^ient 
town which flourished long before the Greeks and Romaqs^ and 
even before the Hebrews. . 

r 

There were formerly in the country of the Ammonites^ during 
the time of the Judges^ twenty towns conquerred by Jephtha, 
(Judges xi. S3,) of which however no trace now remains/<> 

Pursuing my journey, I perceived for the first time, &om|;he 
top of a mountain, the Dead Sea. I was shewn also, at the 
distance of some leagues to the south, the ruins of Sar, which 
V^BS perhaps tlie ancient town of Jaser — if this latter be not 
another town of this. district called Sir* 

We passed the night with a party of Arabs^ and returned the 
next day to Salt 

The most difficult part of the journey was still to comet con* 
siderable deserts wene to be passed, and I discovered that my 
gui^e, y ussuf, never seriously intended to accompany me round 
the Dead Sea. H^ did all he could to dissuade me from under- 
taking the journey ; but when he found that I was resolved to 
go without him, ahd that I was not frightened by the di£lcultiea 
wbich the inhabitants of Salt assured me I should jneet with^ be 
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complied^ To get a little money I sold another of my cloaks^ 
and on the 21st of March^ we set out for Karrak, accompanied 
by two men and a muleteer* 

' We carried with us a supply of bread, as the whole cotmtry 
between Salt and Carrak is uninhabited, and as- dun*ing \&nt 
bnad and water couM be our only food. During our journey 
we saw several towns and tillages in a state of total riiin, the 
whole country being abandoned to the wandering Arabs. We 
passed near the springs of Nahhr-^Str, wMch I ^take to be/the 
.ancient Jaser. Here I saw a few tanks, but uq lake/ We spent 
tiw whole night with a horde^dffiem-Sahhah. '-« ^ .' u* 

c On the 23nd of Maroh we reached the^^rmhs' bt lUbalei'da 
ancient town of the Amorites^ which still presisrves Its name. 
On the map of MiPairihssi it Is called Elcole, and is placed 
on the southern side of Husban— two e^roiii to be corrected* 
Httsban is half a league further on; this was the royal re- 
sidence of the Amorites — the Hesbon mesitioned in the Song of 
Songs— 7> 4» 

Further on we came to Madaba, which in <!he titoe df Mos^ 
was called Madba. Here I found iwo.columns near the ruins of 
a temple, and a well-constructed tdhk of ^'ewn stone. We after- 
wards sayv the ruins of ,Ma£in, the ancient Bet-M6on, to the 
west of which place is seen M6unt-Nebo,now called Attarus. A 
fe\v leagues farther/ 1 found some hot springs, j ^bich I take tb 
be Callirho6, and which I intend to examine hereafter. West 
of Mafein is the source of the small tstream Serka-Mafein, which 
flows into the Dead Sea. I arti* inclined to Consider the valley 
through which it runs, as the Baaras-Vallis, of Josephus, Tbis^ 

f2 
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The next day we crossed the small river al-Walc, which runs 
vQlo tfae JQlead Sot*: !f!wo leagues luid a hi^f iwiJifir^oD,, we> 
cealcbed ^ rqjn^ o^Vibf^A,. 0r Piboo, Aocording tu tte, Hebrt(*r 
^iatofttans. Tb& to waits situated, in the inidst of a i£fUB:pl«ii, 
i)itt ja wconectXy laid down is tbei map of M. Fauhis* :. <- 

. We came at length tq. a wild and deep valley^ waiterad.bjr fchp 
Mujeb, (formerly sArhpn). Tjtis valiey forms, the soutbeta 
boundary of al-Balka». Jthe iaii6ieiit country of the AmcM'ites, and 
the northern boundary of Karrak, that of the Moabites« We had 
i^9&sdf4 ifito tb^: valley, ia company with a peasant of 3alt, 
.wdsoio0 Arab& of !(he tribe of 3eni-Ammr, whp had joinod 
'Htfif . Tbiele la&Lt> as eoon ^ :we> hod tm»od the riy^ry at^ck<^ ftud 
.pluddfired us, undertbe pf^teoce oS^xs^dw^ atpil for tb»iright 
4)fpiQi»sagQ, We w«nt qq aadjip^pt tb^ ^igbt Vfitk 4 bPTide of 
'the tribe of Hamiotde. 

The next day we ^ crossed several wide plains, covered with 
absyathium, and o.ther plants and shrubs. We also saw several 
towns in ruins, amongst which were those of Schihhan and 
Chmeimat. Near to this last, we observed a village consisting of 
twelve tents, inhabited by af<^w Bedouin Christians of the Greek 
Church, who live alternately a wandering- and a sedentary lif^ 
^aqd^ba^e with the other fajnilies connected witK them, the care 
of their flocks. This tribe of Bedouin Christians, is distinguished 
by the napae of al-Haddadyn from some other Christian tribes of 
. Karrak, wb© are equally Nomades» 
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Iveadkneadfid withjoiU: 

Alter a few^hoors rest, ire loft iSieM.good people in order to 
reach 'Karrak before auoset.. We .crosfed the i^in^^if Robbs^ 
<Rabbath^Mobb) formerly the roiideDee of tbeJUUgs <^ tiiQ 
(Meabites# The eattent of ihne ^rvkns anfficitotij proves its aHf 
cieiAimpoMattce; though I eduld not particnlarige any other 
object than the' ruins of a palace m* temple, some of the walb 
of which are still standing; of the peristyle there only re- 
main two «bi8tfb)e colums of the Corinthiaa order, but without 
pedestals* ' ^ 

As weiipproached near to Karrak, the country became more 
mountainous. The town itself, oncie a bishop's see, is on the top 
tif a mountain, at tije entmnce of ia deep vaiiey* it is com^ 
manded almost <m every side by mountains stilt- higher. In its 
present ruined state it can only be called ahitmtet. The fortress, 
now in a state of ruin and abandonment, wm once one of the most 
important places of the country. The inhabitants of the city are 
chiefly Mohamedans, or Greek Christians ; their bishop lives at 
' Jerusalem. It commands a fine view of the Dead Sea and 
' Jerusalem, which are perfectly distinguishable tn dear weather. 

The southern limit of the country of Karrak is marked by the 
'Wady-eUHessa, "which divides it from the district of Jebbal,and 
\vfaich under the name of eUKarahhy, empties itself into the 
southern extremity of the Dead Sea. Three more villages in 
Karrak are inhabited by Musselmen. The extent of the country 
of Jebbal, is about two or three days journey, but it contains 
only seven inhabited villages. 

635Vd:>, 
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• I enquired for Petm, or Bedra, (for the Arabs cannot pro-^ 
nounce the P) and I was assured that it was at the distance of 
one day's journey ; but I afterwards learned from the Bishop ei 
Karrak, at Jerusalem, that Petra is two leagues distant from the 
Dead Sea. Further on, south of Jebbal, is the mountain of 
Sharah, which is likewise twa days' journey in extent, and with 
only one inhabited v91age^ known by the same name^ Sev«ri^l 
artificial grottos have been worked in the rocks aroiind Karrak, 
where wheat m preserved jfer ten years. . 

Yussuf again refused to prosecute his jpurney aKouiyl the Dea# 
Sea, and determined to join those of Karrak, who were gping 
to Jerusalem for the Easter festival, and swinr, with the help of 
skins, across the Jordan at iher northern extremity of the Dead 
Sea. I wa& reserved to take the other road, round the southern 
extremity of this sea, and I was fortunate enough to succeed^ 
Several inhabitants of Hebron and of Bethlehem, who had pur- 
chased from the Arabs several hundred sheep, preferred taking 
them to Jerusalem by the same way. For this purpose they 
were obliged ta hire Arab guides, with whom I also made mj 
bargain » 

• » 

We set out on the 2nd of April, across a very; mountainous 

country, where I was often obliged to alight from my horse to 

keep myself warm. In the afternoon we. bad to descend by a 

path into a plain at the southern extremity of the Dead Sea, 

called Gor-es-Sophia. This path was extremely rugged and 

dangerous;, we. reached the plain in three hours after sun-set. 

The next morning we crossed the simall stream of al-Karahhy, 
vhich flows from the Wady-el-H5essen to this place. We were 
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then on the borders of the country of Jeblml ({hAtdmi) and' of 
Arabia-Petreea. The climatie was entirely cbaoged, and in the 
snmroer the heat must, be equal tp'that of. the tropics. Soon 
after we spent sotne hours in cEossing a frfain .of salt, widiout 
a trace of vegetation. 

We theA prooeeded in a west^ly direction wiiih the Dead Sea, 
to the north on our right. Nether Zoara nor Segor, which are 
on the map of M. Paulus, were to be found here; before us 
Was. a very consid^^ble mountain composed Of several layers 
of chrbtallizedsalt. This mountain which appears to be about 
tbtee leagues in length, impregnates the waters of the Dead Sea 
with their bitter taste, 

r ■ • • • 

' On raaching diis motmtain of salt^ *we iirooeeded northwardst 
and soon after reached the banks of the Dead Se». I got dotrtt 
from my horse, and looked m vain along the banks for shells and 
marine plants. Two leagues from the southern extremity of this 
sea, is the river Futlet, which is only fordable in the summer, 
and even then you have to wade during five hours through 
water, so impregnated with salt^ as to be injurious to the legs ; 
and this is the reason that this route is seldom taken. 

' *nie western shore of the Dead Sea is thick set with barren and 
kigh rocks. I did not observe any pillars of salt, but a large heap 
of stones, which our Arabs were anxious to encrease. If the 
history of Lot's wife be true, it is probable that instead ofstones^ 
they thoew together pieces of christallized salt 

The map indicates a rivier on the site of Thamera, I was very 
sorry it was not to be found, for we were sufforihg extreoielj 
from thint. 



Digitized by 



Google 



4^' 

Towards eVemiig we followed a padi up a very elerated moan- 
tain, whence I could see the greater part of the Dead Sea; in 
wluch I discovered a ccmsiderable island. We spent the night 
on the top of a rock, suf^ng uader -excessive thifsC. 

On the 4th of April we continued our route over calcareous 
mountains, and in the evening we r^iched a village of tMts, in- 
habited bjr Arabs, o^the tribe of Shi^alib. 

On the 5th of Apnl, we were m. want both of bread and 
(^ water, and were under the necessity of living upon some wild" 
herbs*< We only halted a few hours, and went on by tooohlight 
in order to reach Jerusalem, six or seven leagues further on, on th« 
6th. Towards the morning we suffered extreme thirst, and to 
^dd to our misery, we descried a baiid of Arabs from whom we 
narrowly escaped. 

On the morniog of the 6th we reached Sethleheja^ and got to 
Jerusalem sqon after, 

I was the only Qiristian. pilgrim ib eoropaDy» aa^di aa suck I 
was most hospitably' received in the Coavent of La TeiraSaota* 

I found Jerutc^m a much handsoimei! city than I expected ; 
but to those who visit it for any other reaison than I2iat of devo^ 
tion it must be a tiresome and dull place* 

To keep up my character of a pilgrim, I paid thirty-three 
piasters and one quarter, for leave to enter into the Holy Se- 
pulchre, oa the eve of the Easter Festival, as kept by the Greeks, 
' and other oriental Christians^ It is well known that on that 
day, the sacred fire is thought to come down from Heaven, and 
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oallwl ibeBishop of Lights (MaUrmhen-Nw}, It was oa Hms 
occasion the Bishop of Karrak. 

The two cities of. Jerusateooi and of Betfalebem am too wdU 
known to need 9ay descripticm from my pen, I will substitute 
is tiie soQOi of: ill, a few particulars relatii^ to tiie Bead Sea> 
fvUch pisbaps ja»j be ioaad mex^ g^aeni^ inteiestini^ 

The Pead Sea is known among 4he Arabs by the name c(f 
Sahheiiet-Luth, or Bahhket-L£^h, or Birket-Luth. It is pre- 
t/m^eA -tbat jremains of ancient buildiqgs ase still to be found ia 
Jhissei^. That is not probable. I encpiired about it ; None could 
give me any positive infonnation, and several* who asMired me 
«f the £ici, difieied in thc^r statements. 

' • . ... 

. I have however onTy visited its banks duringoneday^s journey* 

and its eireoiiffereiice is eqi^ to six days journey. Seveml 

. traveliefs pmtend to have discov^ed therein the remains of aa- 

f^t b«uldtpgi^ but their rdation merit little credit. M. de 

NeilUqchietz indeed assorts that he has sei^ the shape and ibnn 

of this sea, from the Mount of OOive^^ near Jerasalem^ (JibbaU 

d-Tur,) wUdi is absolutely felse and impossible* 

The water of the Dead Sea is salt and limpid, but as saft as 
Ihe WAter of Saltpaps.. The salt which is «itracted ivom it is of 
espellent ()aality» an^ is produced p^irticulariy om the eastern 
shore in Wge l^ux^^* often of a foot thick. This pvocess takes 
place ^n those spotty which are inundated by thf& sea in the rainy 
seasons; for the. Aiail)^ daaot^ve themselves the trouble to dig 
pits to assist the e^igporatioQpf the water. The stones upoa the 
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nAiore "becooieiMyrered as ici oar sah* works, with a calcareous and 
gypsous inerustatioD. The salt is only used in one part of 
Palestine. 

I have at^ve-raeiitioned the cause of the bitter taste of this 
water, accordillg^4o which it ^booki be contiiknaiUy ehcreasing. 
It is Bot perhaps necessary for me to point out moreover, that 
the ipany tales respecting this 'sea are febulouS. Such as that 
iron swims upon it, and light bodies sink to the bottom'— that 
birds, in their passage over it, fall dtod into the 'sea, &c. 

The asphaltum, which is here collected, difiers from that of the 
mines of ila8bcia,as being more porous, and as having been appa« 
rently in a fluid state. I was told at Kanrak that this bitumen 
oozes out of some rocks on the eastern shore, and that it graduallj 
forms a thick crust, which, on being detached by the wind, is 
carried along the ratface of the water, and gathered by the Arabs, 
who convey it in large lumps to Jerusalem. These lumps are 
so large as to form a load for several camels. However it is 
only after a lapse of several years, that a quantity of asphaltuni 
can be procured from the shores of the Dead Sea. It is here 
called Majar-Muzza, or the stone of Moses. When touched it 
is as cold as any other stone, and its appearance is like that of 
'slate* 

* 

It is verj natural that vapours should be continually rising from 
a surface of water, in the midst of a deep valley, surrounded by 
high mountains, and in which during the months of June, July, 
and August, the heat is equal to that under the tropics. Going 
one day from Jerusalem to Bethlehem, I observed a v«ry thick 
Kmoke issuiog from some furnaces of Ume» charcoal, and soda. 
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wbidk tbe Arabs bad «rected upon the banks. These Arabs do 
not consider the Taponrs of the Dead Sea, more unhealthy than 
those of any othiw ]ake. 

I did not fiid ift.tbis sea, any kind of sea snails or muscles, 
only some common snails, irhich I collected on the banks ; I 
must however confess that I examined only a small part of it 
There are no reeds hereaboots, but they abound at sense leagues- 
distant to the east. 

The information which I have been able to collect on the 
a[^les of Sod<Mn (solanum Sodomeum) is yery contradictory and 
insufficient; I believe, however, that I can giro a v«Ty natural 
explanation of the phaenomenooy and that the following remark 
wUlleadtoit. 

Whilst I was at Kairakj at the house of a Greek curate of the 
town, I'saw « sort of cotton, resembling sUk, which he used as 
tinder for his match-lock> as it could not be employed in making 
ck)tiL. 

He told me that it grew in the pfains of «1-G6p, to the east of 
the Dead Sea, on a tree like the ^-tree, called aoeschaer. The 
eotUm^ is contained in a fruit resemUing'theporaegranate ; and by 
making incisions at the rootof the tree^ a sort x>f milk is ppocuredy 
which is jrecommended to barren women,, and is called L^bbin. 
Aofeschaer.. ■.,..:.< 

It has strwk me mat ihesoilruits, 1)001^,08 they are^ without 
palp, and which- are unknown throughout the rest of Palestine^ 
might be the famous apples ei Sodom.^**) J si^pose likewise that 
the tree which produces it» is a sort of fiomager (Bombax Xinn.]^ 

A ft 
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<w!nch can odljr flour leAirt*!^ dhewtfeiMrirc betisjef tfad Bte^Se% 
^iHi i^ iw* cklhev di&irict of Pttkttiwi Aw to tJi« pdmei^wMUteSi I 
very much doubt there being any on the sboiM^ oCttttd/M^;. bttl m 
the neighbourhood on the plain of Elgor, and near the surface 
c£ the 9oiI^ 19 iis^itkad » gyseafc ^eal^of oaAM^ Mlplf^ i^^ ivupdilttiDps 
x)f the si0e o£ a g$K>se'^^gg)( 

X had iAtended t» k»v« g.offe duseteriy |rtH> Jeri wto i i <• 
Mount Sinai, aad thenbe to Cairo, but I knew aoitfhcftlMr tbft 
first of these roads was practicable or not, as all preceding 
traveUers bad goae td Mewtt SiaAi freiB %3fp€i: :W £RHB<9(iez, 
excei^ iw* tr»vellei» of old time, who had gwnei tbttiter AMMt 
Ciaaa. Sewg ««abie to g^ aaj mfortnatkm on this Mll>yBe^ 
€iih«? at JcKUtalefH or at BeiblcduesA, 1 went 1h HebroBt {ticm 
ChaliJ) wheie i had been led to expect I might undcrlaiktf tlHr 
journey^ For this purf^ose I was told that I must get a few 
camels,. make 9.^o?i«ify[» <£ wat«r and food, 8ecMPe.frg<>0H|lg|i^e, 
and I waft asaaned tfae-Jounii^ vould ccoupy i&dH^teiiiU»e)i|VMi 
dajwk : ,' •: 'ii •. •: ■•,•■ ••;• 

I was told, likewise, that at the distance of two days journey 
»id a hatf from Hcbcod, I should &id c«Mi6i4cml)le niki|i> of the 
ancient town of Abde* b«t that £br all the lestolthe j.o«niey« 
through Arobub-Petaea, I should seetao pkijcb^4Mf habit^twn^ I 
should me^ with KfxAy a. few tribts of waodering AdralM^ 

As this route was very little known, I expected to tnalMMmial 
discoveries in mineralogy, as well as on the animals and vegeta> 
Hob. of the country, on the manaia of the desert^ t^ t«vea$t the 
shrub which produces the ba]atin>ihe gnm. wi^Ci the locuitii 
Mount Seir, &c. &c. 
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Perhaps this road which passes ihrotigh the middle of Arabia- 
Petraea, was the ancient commercial road^ from Jerusalem to 
Ji^zion-geber^ on the eastern arm of the Arabian Gulf. 

Previous to undertaking this Journey, I proposed to make a 
second tour round the Dead Sea, in order to examine its situa* 
tion, nature, &c. and to rectify, by my own experience, the 
absurd and ridiculous reports which monks and credulous travel- 
lers had propagated on this subject But my fates had decided 
otherwise, for, from having been too long exposed . to the sun« 
in completing my astronoimcal observations, I fell seriously ill, 
and during the space of a fortnight, could think of nothing but 
the means of my recovery. In the interim the favourable moment 
for making the tour of the Dead Sea went by, and I determined 
to defer the journey till after the violent heats« 

I left Jerastdera on the 25tb of ^aj, 1006» to go to Jaffa, 
where I embarked a few days afterwards for St. Jean d'Arc, 
where I now am. 
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NOTES. 



Note A. pogtS. 

Pema, firom «if«, extnding to all the conntry east of the Jordan, bnt more 
particularly lo the diatrict leachiog fmm the torrent Amoo, northward to M. 
Galaad. Moabitis aeenu to belong to the ooantrjr doe east of the Dead Sea. 
Aaunooitis to the region a/Eyoining it on the aocth, to which follow/ in faooession, 
Oalaaditis^ Batanea (still preserved in Batinia probably the Basan of the Scrip- 
tures) and Aarauitis: The latter separated from the Lake of Tiberias by Gaolonitis, 
probably so named from Golonj the city of refuge appointed by Moses, (Dent. 
lY. 4). Trachonitis belongs to the diferging brandies of M. Libanus, between 
Damascus, Cesarea, and M. Hermoo, a roaj|;h and monntainous country, as the 
sutnpe fanports. 

The Decapolis consisted of Gadara, Scylhdpo^s, Gerasa, Hippos, Canathi^ 
Philaddphia, PeUa» Capitolias, Ditm, andAbyhu 



Note B. foge 11, 

Baurin in its fetility, the depth of its soil, completely devoid of stones, and in 
the heat of its atsmosphere, bears a greater resemblance to Egypt than to 
other parts of Syria. The fertility of course depends on the quantity of rain 
which annually falls there; and various fables are propagated regarding the 
multiplication of grain when sown. There is some authority, however, for believ- 
ing that the wheat yields 25 for i, and usually attains the height of 5| or 6 feet. 
The district produces wheat, barley, cotton and other articles. 

Ladja is possibly a corruption of Laodioea, which was in this neighbourhood. 
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Note C j^age l6. 

The fbuntain Phiala, has also been regarded as the source of the Jordiaa, whicb^ 
fike most other rivers^ has several sources coatriboting to torm its streauw 
Miltoa assigns it two. 



-)ieH iie #» Jl4*4»qaM itreaa 



JordMi, trve UmU^iuifmT^ 

Paradite AoK. Rn, L.Hi. 

The Jordan is known tathe modern Syrians^ by the name of Nahr-es-Shari<; 
to the Arabian geographers by that of Nahr-el-Arden.^ It is augmented in 
winter^ and still more in spring, by tHe snow which dissolves oq the adjacent 
Buonntains ^ but iis ordinary depth' is abont IZ English &et. 

Note D. page 21. 

' *'*••■... * » • • . 

The T hoioWj n^mmi Igr lB9zar» mt' piobaUyi Bmaum^ w mumei hfilm 
GMeks fc0m the Hebrew GbaimfllJiu Tiberias^ Mcwdng to B'tAimiDe fsoMJte. 
JeitXBM^ wai:b«itoaibefli(tcf>rOia»BBtb^aiid sedn^ils^VM fMin TUbmai^ 
SpftoflirrliAiAMilyaa: •;' ' 

Note E^ p^ge fl% 

Seetaen having ascertained that the Shariat-Manadra does not Jim iMtaitliis 
Idke of TiberiAsi 4>ut into ihe loidam it becoip^ oprt^w t|i# GmmW auist Jigve 
been to the northwasd of the sivei; but as Jssfphwy.ii)i]u9 R«liic|illMMMni^ 
ihe seige, mentions diat it was near the bctiom of the lake^ and opposite to 
Tarichssa, and as Seetzen says, that Phik was near the middle of the lake — it 
appears more probable that Pbik skoidd.lie lhei«ncient Hippos^ rather than 

NottF. pagt$ 99,as. 

These snfmises.oTRif . Seetzen^. relative to the bosition of the ancieot towDi^ laie 
icserving ef further ix^ve^tigation. 

In all the former maps, Gadarib^ is jflwf^ ntteh Bear«r thi^ lake of TibeMi^ 
than the situation of M'kes^ 
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'St.1liailr/(c. 5, v, 1.) aud'St. Lvke, (c.'8> v. 26.>a1so describrng the miraculous 
cure of the itemoniac^ by ouriSavioutj as soon as he landed in the country of the 
Gadarenes^ represent the people as coining immediately out of the city to see what 
uras done^ whereby it appears to have been very near the lake. St. Matthew^ 
(c. B, Y. 28j) relates ' the same story as having happened in the country of the 
CFergesenesj and to reconcile the two accounts^ many persons have supposed that 
the neighbouring town bore the name of Gadara, and the district that of the Gerge* 
^ aenes — ^which may possibly be the sole reason for the position of (Sadara in all our 
former maps. It is, however, equally reooiieileable to the accounts of the Evan- 
gelistSj to suppose that Gergesa, was the name of the place near the lake^ and 
Gadaris^ ^hat of the district ; the .principal toim .of which called Gadasa^ai%ht 
liavebeen at' a considerable (distaooe* Josephup^ speaking of Galilee, b*,S#c»i^ 
says, r^ w h iwmrt «du To^o^k awrtfkurM^ shewing that adistrict bora that naae. 

liVith respect to the important ruins of Jc rcascb, (mentiaiMd puge 3A) wfaioh 
Seetzen supposes to have been Gerasa^p much fnrtlMr infoimatiicin is^gveatly to be 
desired. 

' D'Anville Following many other geographers, has placed Oesasa far to the 
north-east of the lake of Tiberias; but sevecal eircumstaQcaa iodtt^aheli^f that in 
the neighboarhood* of where ^eetaen fouod.tlMe nM% a iMm fi B i rf fi«nM 
fprmerly existed. • . 

Josephus (b. 2, c. 18) speaks of Genua as near to P^lk and Seythopolis; mi 
in desciibing Pers^, <b. 3^ c 3.) he says, it fMehMlAobirftfanki»rvB|aPeila» 
liaviog the ktter city in its northermosC point. He'addi^ ibe^.M^ nfM^K.Mm^A* 
still indicat^ig that Gensa and Pella were near tQg^Mr**. 

Cellarias and others^ to reconcile perhaps thele 4ifftreaoM, have sapposedtwa 
places of this name. After placing one in theBotaoMi, he addsy Urbem 
Gerasam, ab Ammiano kudatam, in his oris post Bataneam Hieronymus locar, 
quasi eandem qua Gerasenorum civitas/Ucitur, junctamonti Galaad. Et ipse 
(de Heb. loc.) Arable urbem insignem vocat. Sic a/tain oporiei banc esse a 
PlolenuBi GerasA. Philadelphia .quidem non videtur loogias abftiisse^ &c. 

Gerasa is mentioned Vy Gibbon, as one of the walled towns to whioh she Giwka 
retired for protection from the Saracens, but itsposition is not- at allasoertahied. 

It certainly appears strange that Seetzen passiagso near to tbs aitsation <if 
Telia should have heard nothifig af tbatiowi^, ,aadit hastesnaatmised that Hieie 
very ruins.of Jetraseh, mi^t have beksfgad 4qtl%^ ^MH% vase af ooooiideMdMe 
importance in the.DecapoIis^and iam^ateaed vesy * Itaqaantly j by J«sefAas, ' by 
.Jerome, and many other old wriseri. ,To .thal;:jplMe>.aAec ibevjestruction ef 
'Jerusalem, AeNa»ar«nj^reuied;;(Euaeb.i.,3^C..«*--LrCIeiB^ Histiteeh p. «w;> 
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4 NOTBS^ 

^ Where/' says Gibbon^ '^ that ancient church languished during ux^y jeart, in 
solitude and obscurity.." The Bisihop |ind the Church of Pella retained the title 
of Jerusalem, 

That the ruins discovered by Sectzen, were near to the situation of Pella is 
evidentj from the former quoted passage of Josephus (b. 3, c. 3.) hut t|ie pre« 
^ent name of Jerrash leads so naturally to Gerasa^ that it is hardly possibly to 
Attend to anj other conjecture. 

Noft G. page 36. 

The fact here mentioned by Seetzen, is probably true^ that no traces r&y 
main' of the twenty cities conquered by Jephtha; but having advanced so short 
a way into the country of Ammon, our Journalist was not in a situation to 
verify wliat he asserts. The verse he quotes <Judg. 11. 33.) runs thus — ^''And 
Jephtha smote them^the children of Ammon) from Aroer even till thou come to 
Mianithj even twenty cities, and unto the plain of the vineyards, with a very 
^reat slaughter/' See. 

Now Aroer was on the bank of the river Arnon, and at a considerable distance 
from Ammon, or Philadetphia (see Josh. 13 — 9; 10; 16) and since also Seetzen 
knew not the direction towards Minnith, he knew not where to look for die twenty 
cities. 

. It may not here be impertinent to request the reader to turn to the 13th chapter 
4>f Joshua, where he will find the country described that was allotted to the two 
tribes and a half beyond Jordan. He may possibly be surprised to oee how many 
places are thete named, of which traces and memorials, according to M. SeetzeUj 
Are, even at this remote period, to be found. 

Note H. page 59^ 

A species of Asdepias, probably the Asclepias-Gigantea. The remark ofM. 
Seetzen is corroborated by a traveller, who passed a long time in situations 
where this plant is very abundant. The same idea occurred to him when he 
first saw it in 1792, though he did not then know that it existed near the Lake 
Asphaltites. The umbella, somewhat like a bladder, containing from half a pint 
to a pint, is of the same colour with the leaves, a bright green, &nd may be mistaken 
foran inviting fruit, without much stretch of imagination. That, as well a^the 
other paru, when green, being cut or pressed, yields a milky juice, of a v^ acrid 
teste ; But in winter, when dry, it contams a yellowish dust, m appearance rt- 
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fembling certain fungi, common in Sonth Britain ; but of pnngent qoality, and 
•aid to be particularly injurious to the eyes. The wliole so nearly corresponds with 
tbe description given by Solinus (Polyhistor), Josephus^ and others of the Poma 
Sodomae^ allowance being made for their extravagant exaggerations, as to leave 
little doubt on the subject. 

The same plant is to be seen on the sandy borders of the Nile, above the first 
cataracts, the only vegetable production of that barren tract. It is about three 
feet in height, and the fruit exactly answering the above description, &c. 

The downy substance fonnd within the stem, is of too short staple probably 
for any manufacture, for which its silky delicate texture^ Md clear whiteness 
might oherwise be suitable. 
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